












Willi Kellershohn leaves nothing to 
chance: neither the choice of his 
vehicles, nor the management 

of his fleet and certainly not the actual 
transport. As third-generation haulier, 
the 48-year old shows greater commit-
ment to sustainable freight transport 
than almost any other entrepreneur. An 

approach that has brought him suc-
cess. He has now been rewarded with 
the ECO Performance Award. This en-

vironment prize is presented by DKV 
Euro Service and the University of St. 

Gallen to European logistics compa-
nies that stand out on account of top 
quality, appropriate costing and a high 

degree of environmental and social com-
patibility. Kellershohn has taken the lead 
with environment-friendly vehicles, eco-
logical transports, energy saving meas-
ures and health programmes for the 
staff.

The environmental approach came 
into focus in the early 90s - when Willi 
Kellershohn took over the business with 
its four trucks from his father, at the 
same time as the birth of his two chil-
dren. The conversion process led to the 
slogan “Logistics for people and the en-
vironment”, which Kellershohn had pat-
ented in 1998. Today the trademark is 
emblazoned on all eleven trucks operat-
ed by the haulage company from Lindlar 

in the Bergische Land and summarises 
the corporate philosophy.

The fleet management system in-
troduced at the turn of the millennium 
serves not only to avoid empty tours but 

also transmits all order data to the ve-
hicles. This enhances communication 
as well as reducing costs and pollution 
emissions. The same criteria also apply 
to fleet decisions. Here the whole pack-
age must be right. Years ago KRONE 
achieved highly in this area during an 
internal test among several manufac-
turers. “The brand is just what we need. 
There are no major breakdowns and for 
the most part we only have to replace 
wear parts, thanks to the fast, proactive 
service,” are the arguments put forth by 
Kellershohn‘s Managing Director. The 
Mercedes Actros towing vehicles have 
maximum 410 hp and already fulfil the 
future Euro 5 standard by 80%. To allevi-
ate the drivers‘ workload and give them 
the best possible protection, Kellershohn 
had all 40-tonne trucks equipped with 
lane departure warning systems, head-
way distance and cruise control, emer-
gency braking, ESP stability program 
and automatic antiroll control.

The modern technology is econom-
ically efficient and environmentally 
friendly. The firm also sends its drivers 
for driver tuition, has tyre air pressure 
checked regularly and pays a bonus for 

fuel-efficient driving styles. Subsequent-
ly, fleet fuel consumption fell to less 
than 30 litres over 100 km in the first six 
months of 2009. Gas-filled tyres are now 
supposed to make the trucks even less 
thirsty. They keep tyre pressure constant 
over a longer period of time, improving 
rolling resistance and reducing carbon 
emissions.

People and the environment matter 
to Kellershohn not just on the road. The 
staff at company headquarters in Lindlar 
have optimised all business processes to 
protect resources. The technical build-
ing installations fulfil the very latest 
demands and save heating and lighting 
energy. The haulage company uses eco-
power with its own photovoltaic system 
feeding energy into the grid. The com-
pany will soon be offering its custom-
ers climate-neutral transports through 
compensation projects. For people and 
the environment, Kellershohn‘s 25-man 
team leaves nothing to chance.

Modern technology, motivated staff and a great deal of creativity has 
put the Kellershohn haulage company at the head of the most customer-
friendly and environmentally conscious transport companies.

portrait

For 
people  
and the 
environ-
ment

A holistic approach in the service of people.

Converting 
the company 
has paid off 
for Willi Kel-
lershohn, receiving the Eco 
Performance Award in the 
SME category.
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Increasing numbers of German 
states are speaking out in favour 
of letting the 25-metre EuroCombi 

truck run on German roads. The Ger-
man liberal FDP party in Mecklenburg 
Western Pomerania recently stressed 
that the long trucks contribute to an 
improved supply situation for the larger 
territorial states and to enhancing the 
environment balance of the transport 
industry. Mecklenburg Western Pomer-
ania needs the EuroCombi, according 
to Christian Ahrendt, FDP State Chair-
man. Not just because of its greater ef-
ficiency, lower fuel consumption and re-
duced wear and tear on the roads. Large 
trucks are an important means of trans-
port in a structurally backward state 
with poor rail infrastructure but good 
road network, he explained. Schleswig-
Holstein is also willing to approve of pi-
lot projects with the 25-metre vehicles, 
according to a current announcement 
from the State Ministry for Trade and 
Transport, on condition that these oper-
ate on defined routes with gross weight 
ratings of maximum 40 tonnes.

Positive results.  Pilot tests with 
the long vehicle combinations have al-
ready produced good results in Lower 
Saxony, North Rhine-Westphalia, Baden 
Württemberg, Bremen and Thuringia. 
Lengthened truck-trailer combinations 

Tail wind for 
greater Savings

have been operating in Sweden, Finland 
and the Netherlands for many years. 
Last year Denmark upgraded its infra-
structure to take long trucks, thus kick-
ing off a three-year test phase. And dis-
cussions about weights and dimensions 
have already begun in Brussels – with a 
positive echo for the EuroCombi. An EU 
study published at the start of the year 
showed that the longer trucks can be li-
censed without causing any harm to so-
ciety, while helping to reduce pollution.

Greater Savings.  KRONE is clearly 
in favour of the 25.25 metre version. This 
is also the opinion of the VDA (Associa-
tion of the German automotive indus-
try), the EuroCombi testers and most 
other proponents of the long-truck 
combinations. Tests have shown that 
vehicles of this length consume only 

two litres more per 100 km than shorter 
trucks, with a 50% larger cargo volume. 
Other studies indicate that fuel con-
sumption and pollution emissions can 
be reduced by up to 30%.

The discussion about dimensions has 
also been boosted from another direc-
tion: more length is the prerequisite for 
aerodynamic components at the front 
of the towing vehicle to reduce dynamic 
impact pressure. In addition, a diffuser 
at the back of the trailer decreases suc-
tion pressure. These components need 
more space. And so the discussion about 
length cannot be reduced simply to car-
rying more goods. In the end, more over-
all length means lower fuel consumption 
and reduced emissions. Ecological logis-
tics demands a corresponding change in 
the overall length. 

Acceptance is growing. The mega-long truck is currently seeing an 
increasingly positive response from various different quarters.
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DisCussion

Background
It was at the IAA 2006 that 

the VDA (Association of the 

German automotive industry) 

first presented its 25.25 m 

heavy vehicle concept to 

the general public. KRONE 

took this opportunity to 

show its version of the 

EuroCombi with a semitrailer 

on a steered dolly towed by 

a motor vehicle with box 

superstructure of swap body, 

which can cope with the 

“BO-Kraftkreis” turning circle 

without any problems.



With climate protection  
as standard.

Active climate protection is also a live issue in trailers.

The best proof: the BPW LL self-steering axle for trailer running gear. Optimum manoeuvrability on corners 

and in the depot not only cuts your costs for fuel and tyres, but also reduces emissions. When will you steer 

the world into a cleaner future?

More information is available at www.bpw.de

The BPW self-steering axle is not only easy on your wallet, it is also kind to 
the environment.

Less thirst, lower emissions: 
Fuel saving depending on mileage – 

in this example, for distribution 
haulage.
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